
U.S. Government Summative Assessment Study Guide 

Vocabulary 

 

 Autocracy 

 Supremacy Clause 

 Concurrent Powers 

 Gerrymandering 

 Bicameral legislature 

 Elastic Clause 

 Separation of Powers 

 Expressed/Enumerated Powers 

 Dissenting Opinion 

 Precedent 

 Misdemeanor crime 

 Civil Law 

 Probable Cause 
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Concepts: 

 

1. How did the Magna Carta, English Bill of Rights and the Petition of Rights influence our concept 

of how our concept of government? 

2. What is the structure of the Constitution? How many parts are there and what are they called? 

3. How did the Constitution set up the federal government?  

4. Why was the Constitution set up that way? 

5. What is the structure, powers and limitations of each branch? 

6. How can each branch check the other branches in the federal government? 

7. What is the relationship of power between state and federal governments? 

8. What are the formal qualifications for members of the House of Representatives and Senators as 

listed in the Constitution? 

9. What are the terms of office for each house of Congress and how many members does each house 

hold? 

10. What are the steps in the legislative process (how does a bill become a law)? 

11. What is the process for impeachment of federal officials? 

12. What are the formal qualifications to be President? 

13. What is the maximum term of office for President? 

14. What is the line of succession for the President?  

15. What role does the electoral college play in electing the President? 

16. What are the specific roles of the President? 

17. What types of cases do federal courts have jurisdiction over? 

18. What is the structure of the Supreme Court? 

19. In the court system, who is the burden of proof on in a trial? 


